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of fish, which are very tame; no one daring to take them, they
being held sacred to the memory of Abraham.
I asked some Jews of the caravan whether they believed this
story? They answered they had tradition to the same import.
At noon many people carne from Urfa. As the camp was
too far for any supply of provision, their numbers made us
keep a good look out, as on all occasions power and right are
with them synonymous terms.
Here a great fat fellow, a Sheik (i.e. squire or gent.), came
to our tent in search of a doctor. I felt his pulse, and finding
it feverish, prescribed bleeding; but having no lancet amongst
us, our barber, with a rust}' razor, made a large orifice, or
rather a hole, which with great difficulty was afterwards closed.
After the operation he slept for about three hours, got up,
broke wind, eat a large dish of pillaw, and found himself
perfectly recovered. Had my friend Dr. Russel seen him eat,
I am persuaded he would admit my knowledge in thera-
peuticks.
7TH. Proceeded this morning at eight, and directed our
course S.E. two hours and a quarter. Thence S.E. by S. half
an hour to avoid some rising ground; then E.S.E. two hours,
and E. by S. one hour, when we passed a valley between some
hills. E.X.E. J one hour; then turning in the direction of the
valley two hours, encamped, about three quarters after four
in the afternoon, in a low valley, not quite a mile broad,
between the Hills Manelyal1 (i.e. Hills of Defence). A fine
westerly breeze all day, with serene pleasant weather. The
night agreeably cool. The country hilly. The soil hard and
barren, and no water.
STH. Mounted this morning at ten minutes after six;
travelling E. by S. one hour and a quarter; then E.S.E. three
hours and three quarters; E. J S. two hours, and E. | N.
1 Newberry, in 1580, recorded * a village called Manalle to the west of the
river' in this neighbourhood (Purchas, MacLehose edit., vol. vm, p. 453).
We have no modern equivalent for the name, which appears in many
itineraries, viz. Manahyat (Teixeira), ^lanceyal, Maine, Manget, etc. It
also applies to the hill country south of El Qaim. Rousseau calls it
Gour-el-Astaf. Taylor records Gour Alaflaf, Plaisted notes its rugged
nature, p. 8s.